
 

 

February 2018 Newsletter 

Thursday, March 22nd, 6:00—8:30pm 
 

Don’t miss Paul James “The Gardener Guy” as he headlines an entertaining 
fundraising event benefitting the Tulsa Garden Center at Woodward Park.  

 
Individual Tickets are $89 with sponsorships available as well. Online  

registration is available at www.tulsagardencenter.com/events/gardenthyme.  
 

Be sure to bring your gardening questions and join us at Woodward Park! 
 

The Tulsa Garden Center  
at Woodward Park 



  
2435 S. Peoria Ave—Tulsa, OK 74114—918-576-5155—www.tulsagardencenter.com—info@tulsagardencenter.com 

 I never would have dreamed almost 30 years after meeting “The Gar-
dener Guy” that I would be presented with an incredible opportunity for col-
laboration with this fun-spirited person. 

 I distinctly remember the day my mother introduced me to Paul 
James. I was visiting her at the downtown Tulsa law firm where she worked 
as a bookkeeper when quite unexpectedly I found myself standing in front of 
a handsome and charismatic celebrity. I don’t think I was even able to form 
a complete sentence of greeting as I shook his hand, but rather mumbled 
something unintelligible and tried not to trip over my suddenly too-large feet.  
 
 Paul worked out of the law firm’s upstairs garage apartment in the 
late 80’s, and reminiscing with my mother recently about those years spent 
officing with Paul, she recalled fondly that each day she would carefully 
traverse the spiral staircase leading up to his office during her coffee break 
to chat. Just sitting for a few minutes talking with Paul made her day a 

whole lot brighter. “He was definitely an entertaining person to be around”, she confessed with a smile. 
 
She did, however, begrudgingly admit that there was one time when she had typed up some corre-

spondence for Paul and then, horrified after he had to point it out, she realized she had misspelled the 
word gardener! Oh my. She definitely never forgot that mortifying moment! 

 
Misspellings notwithstanding, walking away with a crooked grin and sunnier disposition seems to 

be the affect Paul has on everyone he meets, especially those of us who are like-minded plant geeks. 
Now serving in another creative role as the Marketing Director for Southwood Landscape and Garden 
Center, Paul continues educating the public on some of his favorite topics like “conifers are cool” while 
throwing out those offbeat and quirky comments that keeps us brimming with amusement.   

 
Having been trained as a Master Gardener, Paul has the know-how to help even those of us with 

the brownest of thumbs garden with humble confidence, and it doesn’t hurt that he can accomplish this 
with heaping helpings of humor and wit. Even reading his bio on the HGTV website, he never ceases to 
impress with his background and experience. Did you know that Paul used to own and operate a corpo-
rate communications company that specialized in corporate comedy? Is there anything this man can’t do? 

 
If you enjoy the antics and expertise of Paul James as much as I do, I hope you will join me on the 

evening of Thursday, March 22nd, in the Tulsa Garden Center at Woodward Park to celebrate Garden 
Thyme with The Gardener Guy. Don’t we all deserve the opportunity to laugh while supporting 
one of the most respected and longest running nonprofit institutions in Tulsa? A Dream Project indeed… 

  

 Laura Chalus, Executive Director 
  

  

Garden Thyme with The Gardener Guy: A Dream Project 
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  It’s amazing what one person with passion, a bit of good luck 
and great determination can accomplish.  My friend, and fellow 
horticulturist, Buddy Lee is a perfect example.  
 As a young man growing up in tiny Independence, Loui-
siana, Buddy was repeated told that azaleas bloomed only once 

each year: in the spring, end of story.  
And that certainly appeared to be the 
case.  Each year the entire South was 
awash in fabulous azalea blossoms, 
but only for a few weeks and only in 
early spring.   
 But what if, Buddy reasoned, 
creative plant breeding could coax ad-
ditional bloom time out of Southern 
azaleas?  Better still, what if azaleas 
could be made to bloom spring, sum-
mer and fall.   

 Impossible!  Naysayers assured him.   
 Buddy couldn’t be dissuaded, however.  He began an 
extensive breeding program during which he planted 60,000 to 
70,000 azalea seedlings over the course of six years.     
 After strenuous testing, these thousands of seedlings 
were reduced to six spectacular plants that did indeed bloom 
spring, summer and fall. The year was 1995.  Buddy’s 
“impossible” dream (repeat blooming Encore Azaleas) became a 
beautiful reality.   
 Today, there are thirty one Encore Azalea varieties with 
vivid flower colors ranging from deep red to lavender, pink and 
white.  Many of the fall blooming azaleas that light-up Tulsa land-
scapes and the Linnaeus Teaching Garden in Woodward Park 

are the result of Buddy’s plant breeding 
genius.  Buddy is currently recognized 
as one of North America’s finest plant 
breeders.   
 Clearly, “Impossible” was no 
match for Buddy’s passion and deter-
mination.   
 Not only are Encore Azaleas 
unmatched blooming machines, they 
also are among the easiest of azaleas 

to grow.  They perform best when planted where they receive 
three to five hours of direct morning sunlight followed by after-
noon shade.  Many gardeners attempt to grow azaleas in full, 
continuous shade.  That’s a mistake.  Most azalea species and 
hybrids, including Encore types, need a few hours of direct sun-
light to bloom their best.   
 Nursery grown Encore azaleas may be planted through-
out the year.  However, spring is ideal planting time.  When plant-
ing azaleas, remember that they, like blueberries and Yews, are 
ericaceous plants, plants that require acidic, well-drained soil to 
thrive.  Mixing several cubic feet of commercial peat into the soil 

when planting azaleas will help lower the soil pH to a desirable 
level.   
 Here’s an important azalea watering tip.  I would much 
prefer to thoroughly water my azaleas once or twice each week 
than to lightly water them every day during the summer and fall.  
A thorough less frequent soaking promotes good root formation 
and plant health.  Heavy, daily watering tends to promote the 
deadly root rotting fungus: Phy-
tophthora.   
 Also, go easy on the ferti-
lizer around azaleas.  Despite what 
one often reads, azaleas generally 
are light feeders.  A label recom-
mended application of slow-release 
Osmocote in late spring should suf-
fice for an entire growing season.  
And to be perfectly honest, my azal-
eas perform beautifully with a single two to three inch application 
of well-rotted compost each spring.   
 Check out the newest Encore azalea varieties this 
spring.  Encore, ‘Autumn Fire’ and Encore, Autumn Bonfire’ are 
red flowering dwarf varieties that will take your breath away. 
 I’m so glad Buddy Lee didn’t take the advice of the 
naysayers.  

 
************************************************************** 
Barry Fugatt is Director of Horticulture at the Tulsa Garden 
Center & Linnaeus Teaching Garden.  He can be reached at 
918-576-5152, e-mail: bfugatt@tulsagardencenter.com 
 
  

Encore Azaleas 
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  February 2018—CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Every Monday 
Tai Chi Chuan Yang Form—Slow Set 

Tai Chi is a slow, graceful, 
rhythmic exercise which pro-
motes good health, bone 
density, and balance while 
the gentle twisting improves 
flexibility and circulation. 
 $15 per month for 
TGC members or $20 per 
month for non-members. 

Beginner Class—4:45—5:45pm 
Advanced Class—6:00—7:00pm 
(Prior experience required for Advanced Class.) 
Call 918-576-5155 for more information or to enroll.   
 
First , Second, Fourth and Fifth Mondays 
Let’s Talk Gardening! 
The Tulsa Garden Center Garden Study Group meets for infor-
mal discussions about gardening and nature in general. The 
Study Group meets from 12:00—1:30pm. There is no charge 
to attend this Study Group. Reservations aren’t required. 
 
Every Wednesday—7:00—8:00pm 
Ballroom Dancing 
 Every Wednesday evening, the Tulsa Garden Center 
will sponsor Ballroom Dancing sessions.   
 Nedra Smith will lead participants 
in dancing the Waltz, the Rumba, the Fox-
trot and the Swing Dance. $35 per month 
or $10 per single class. Unaccompanied 
dancers are welcome. Reservations are 
required.  
Call 918-576-5155 for more information or 
to enroll.   
 
   
 
Every Wednesday—4:45—5:45pm 
Strength and Mobility Training 
 Strength training can ward off age-related muscle loss, 
keep your bones strong, promote mobility and function, pre-
vent falls, and help combat depression and cognitive decline. 
Karen Nelson leads the participants in low-impact, body-
friendly exercises. 
 $15 per month for TGC members or $20 per month for 
non-members.   
 Call 918-576-5155 for more information or to enroll.   
 
 

Saturday, February 10, 6:00pm 
Oklahoma Horticultural Society Annual Meeting 

The keynote speaker for this annual meeting 
is Jason Griffin, director of the John C. Pair 
Horticultural Center in Hays, Kansas. The title 
of his workshop is “I Kill Plants So You Don’t 
Have To.” There is no charge to attend this 
workshop which will be held in the Helmerich 
Horticultural Center of the Tulsa Garden Cen-
ter in Woodward Park. 

  
 

Sunday, February 11, 2:00pm 
Tulsa Rose Society 
 The Tulsa Rose Soci-
ety’s February meeting will be 
a discussion of Spring Rose 
care including pruning and 
how and when to prune and 
what other steps should be 
taken for spring. Refresh-
ments will be served and 
guests are always welcome. 

Contact: Gordon Beck at 918-409-9033 
gordonleebeck@yahoo.com 

 
 

 
Sunday, February 11, 1:30pm 
Tulsa Orchid Society 
 The Tulsa Orchid Society’s February program will be a 

presentation on Vanda Orchids 
given by Ray Potts from Boli-
var, Missouri.   
 Refreshments will be 
served and guests are always 
welcome. 

Contact: Jack Heflin at 918-496-
3432 

Elenia.heflin@gmail.com 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
     

 

  Ongoing Classes & Events   Single Classes & Events 

Gardening is cheaper 
than therapy and you 

get tomatoes. 
Unknown Author 
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Thursday, February 15, 7:00pm 
The Tulsa Perennial Club 
 The club presents Paul James as the speaker at their 

February meeting. Paul is a TV gar-
dener from Tulsa, Oklahoma. Known 
as “The Gardener Guy” , he formerly 
hosted the HGTV how “Gardening by 
the Yard”.  
 He was the creator, writer 
and senior producer and shot almost 
the entire show in his own backyard. 
On the show, James explored topics 

familiar to the average home gardener such as lawn care, 
growing vegetables, pruning trees, and instilling an interest in 
gardening in young people.  
 Paul can be found these days at Southwood Garden 
Center. 

Contact: Diane Beckert at 918-409-9033 
Diane.Beckert@jmwsettlements.com 

 
 
Thursday, February 15, 10:00am 
Tulsa Council of Federated Garden Clubs  
Book Review and Style Show 

 The Tulsa Council's annual 
book review and style show will be 
held on February 15th. The book re-
view will be given by Mary Helen 
Stanley on the book “Life is Short—So 
Wear Your Party Pants”.  
 Lunch will be catered by 
Charlie’s Chicken. The style show will 
be presented by Zella’s  Boutique. 
 Cost to attend the event is 
$15 and you may contact Marillyn Lay 

to purchase your ticket. 
Contact: Marillyn Lay at 918-246-9656 

mnhlay@cox.net 
 

Tuesday, February 20, 12:00pm—1:00pm 
Tulsa Garden Center Library Book Discussion 
 Come join us during your lunch hour for this enter-
taining and informative discussion. Sandy Cox reviews the 
book “Tasha Tudor’s Garden”, text by Tovah Martin.  

 Tasha Tudor’s 19th century New England lifestyle is 
legendary. Her gardens are made especially intriguing by the 
profusion of antique flowers.  
 This book discussion is FREE to the public and held 
in the Tulsa Garden Center Library. Reservations aren’t re-
quired. 
 
Saturday, February 24, 9:00am—3:00pm 
The African Violet Society of Greater Tulsa  Show 
and Sale 
 The public is invited to attend the Fortieth Annual 
Flower Show and Sale “Grandma’s Attic—A Treasure Trove 
of Violets”. 
 The Show and Sale is free 
to the public. All types of African 
Violets and related plants and sup-
plies will be available for sale.  
 Credit Cards are now ac-
cepted at the sale. 

 Contact: Sherrie Wallace at 
918-245-3199 

wallace4@hotmail.com 
 

  
 

Saturday, February 24, 10:00am—12:00pm 
Oklahoma Sustainable and Butterfly and  
Pollinator Conservation Association 
 Join the Oklahoma Sustainable and Butterfly and 
Pollinator Association for a Seed Swap. The swap will be held 
in the Ballroom of Tulsa Garden Center. 

Contact: Jalene Riley at 918-698-0468 
utopiagardenstulsa@gmail.com 

 
 

Monday, March 5, 6:30pm 
Northeast Chapter of the Oklahoma Native Plant 
Society 
 The Oklahoma Native Plant Society program will be 
presented by Northeast Chapter’s Chairman, Lynn Michael, 
who will explain and encourage participation on a four-
Saturday-in-April series of special Bio-Blitz type of field trips 
to several nearby Oklahoma State Parks.  
 Snacks and desserts will be served at 6:30pm, fol-
lowed by a brief business meeting and the program will be at 
7:00pm. The meeting is open to the public, and guests and 
prospective ONPS members are invited.  

 
Contact: Sue Amstutz at 918-742-8374 

d-s-amstutz@cox.net 

  Single Classes & Events 
  February 2018—CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



 Beautiful, timeless and awe inspiring, the art of 
bonsai has cap-
tivated enthusi-
asts for centu-
ries.  It brings 
serenity to the 
home with 
beautiful minia-
ture trees in 
idyllic container 
landscapes. 
These books 
give an over-
view of what 

one needs to know to choose and grow bonsai 
with success. 
  
A step by step approach of growing and caring for 
the trees is in Bonsai (DK, 2014). Practical advice 
is given on everything from choosing specimens to 
keeping them for a lifetime of contentment.  It has 
key techniques and a directory of bonsai tree care. 
This is an ultimate introduction to bonsai for begin-
ners.  Twenty projects show step by step design 
with information on the essentials. The clear, help-
ful photographs enhance the instructions. This 
convenient A-Z guide covers many species of in-
door and outdoor tree.  
 

Create Your Own 
Bonsai (Lorenz 
Books, 2015) is divid-
ed into the four sea-
sons with tasks for 
each. It gives advice 
on which plants to 
choose and how to 
achieve the classic 
styles.  This step by 
step book encourages 
the teaching of skills 
required to grow and 
train the bonsai. 

Maintenance, care and seasonal tips are part of 
the practical advice.  Suggestions are given on 

what pot and container should be used to create 
the best effects.  
 
For growing bonsai indoors or outdoors try Home 
Gardener’s Bonsai Specialist Guide (Creative 
Homeowner, 2016). It is a concise easy to use ref-
erence guide. With an A-Z directory of bonsai spe-
cies, it has advice on maintaining and improving 
bonsai. The four 
sections are easily 
found by their vary-
ing colors. It in-
cludes the watering 
and feeding of 
flowers, fruiting and 
bamboo bonsai 
and bonsai on the 
rocks.  
 
The Bonsai Bible: 
The Definitive 
Guide to Choosing 
and Growing Bonsai (Mitchell Beazley, 2014) is a 
directory of over 90 of the most popular species. 
There is information on how to shape, prune, and 
repot these plants. Growing zones and ideal con-
ditions are discussed. Included are seasonal 
maintenance, tackling common ailments, and 
choosing the right container. There is a photo-
graph for every bonsai along with one picture of its 
stem, leaf, flower or fruit.  
 
The Little Book of Bonsai: Master the Art of Grow-
ing Miniature Trees (Mitchell Beazley, 2016) is 
broken into three clear sections with understanda-
ble text, many photographs and diagrams. This is 
ideal for novices and a companion for more expe-
rienced growers.  Although the book is small, the 
sections of getting started, ongoing care and spe-
cies profiles are very understandable. 
 
Mary Moore 
Tulsa City-County Library 

Bonsai 
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February  2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  

 
  
 
  

 
  

1 
7:00pm 
Cacti & Succulent Soc. 
Mtg. 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

2 
10:00am 
Tulsa Council of  
Federated Garden 
Clubs Mtg 
  

3 
  
 
  

4 
  

5 
10:00am 
Tulsa Garden Club 
Regular Meeting 
 
4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 
7:00pm 
Green Country Bonsai 
Society Meeting 

6 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Member Activities 
 
12:00—1:30pm 
“Let’s Talk Gardening” 
 
 
  

 
 

7 
 4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 
 
7:00—8:00pm 
Ballroom Dancing 
 
  

8 
  
 

 
 

9 
   
 
 
 

10 
6:30pm 
Oklahoma Horticulture 
Society Lecture 

11 
 1:30pm 
Tulsa Orchid Society 
Mtg 
 
2:00pm 
Tulsa Rose Soc. Mtg. 
 
  
  

12 
 4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 

   

13 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Regular Meeting 
 
12:00—1:30pm 
“Let’s Talk Gardening” 
 
 6:30pm 
Green Country Water 
Garden Society Mtg 
  

14 
 4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 
 
7:00—8:00pm 
Ballroom Dancing 

15 

10:00am 
Tulsa Council of  
Federated Garden 
Clubs Style Show 
 
7:00pm 
Tulsa Perennial Club 
Mtg 
 

 

16 
1:00pm 
Nat’l. Assoc. of  
Parliamentarians  
Regular Meeting 
  
 
  

17 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
  

19 
 4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 
7:00pm 
African Violet Society 
Regular Mtg 
 

 

20 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Member Activities 
 
11:00am 
Anne Hathaway Herb 
Society Mtg.  
 
12:00—1:30pm 
TGC Book Review 
 
7:00pm 
Audubon Society  
Regular Mtg 
 

21 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 
 
7:00—8:00pm 
Ballroom Dancing 

22 
 7:00pm 
Sierra Club Meeting 

23 
  
 
 

24 
 9:00am—3:00pm 
African Violet Show & 
Sale 
 
9:00am 
Oklahoma Urban &  
Sustainable Garden 
Seed Swap 

25 
  

26 
 4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 
6:30pm 
The Calligraphy Guild 
Mtg. 
 
 

  

27 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Member Activities 
 

12:00—1:30pm 
“Let’s Talk Gardening” 
 
6:00pm 
City of Tulsa Public 
Mtg 
 
 

28 
9:30am 
 Linnaeus  Volunteers 
Monthly Meeting 
 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 
 
7:00—8:00pm 
Ballroom Dancing 
 

  
  

  
  
 

  
 


