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Tulsa Garden Center News 

 
Won’t You Help Us? Annual Membership Drive  

 
  This year, as part of our annual giving campaign, the Tulsa Garden Center is 
celebrating “Giving Tuesday” with a membership drive.  Giving Tuesday is a global day 
of giving fueled by the power of social media and collaboration. Celebrated on the 
Tuesday following Thanksgiving and the widely recognized shopping events Black  
Friday and Cyber Monday, Giving Tuesday kicks off the charitable season when many 
focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. 
 
 So, if you need to renew a lapsed Tulsa Garden Center membership, or if you’d 
like to join for the first time, please sign up now knowing that your tax-deductible  
membership can absolutely make a difference in our mission of providing horticultural 
education in Woodward Park.  
 
Also, membership to Tulsa Garden Center is fun for the whole family!  Check out these 
incredible benefits: 
 For inquiring minds, a series of hot-topic gardening classes that are free for  
        members 
 For free-spirited roaming, free or discounted admission to hundreds of public  
             gardens across the United States, the Cayman Islands, and the Virgin Islands. 
 For example, general admission to the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden 
 is  $30 for two adults plus $15 for parking.  With our membership card, you pay 
 nothing. 
 For your reading pleasure, a free subscription to Better Homes and Gardens  
 magazine 
 For the social butterfly, invitations to special members-only events and the  
 opportunity to volunteer in Tulsa Garden Center programs 
 For the world’s most adorable children (yours), free admission to Little Green

 Thumbs, an incredible summer gardening program at the Linnaeus Teaching  
 Garden 
 For frugal you, discounts on programs and events, and at the Carriage House Art

 Studio 
 
 The price is right at $35 for an individual membership or $50 for a family mem-
bership, and the sign-up is easy.  Visit www.tulsagardencenter.com/get-involved/
membership and then we’ll send your membership card(s) and a receipt for your tax 
deduction. It’s just that easy! 
 
 Please consider joining and supporting a nonprofit organization that’s been 
providing educational programming in Woodward Park since 1954. 
 
Happy #GivingTuesday! 
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Fall color is hard to predict. 
  

Some years native trees and shrubs provide us with 
outstanding fall colors; other years not so much.  The 
“weather gods” have the final say when it comes to end-of-
season foliage colors.  There are, however, a number of 
shrubs that reliably produce great autumn color virtually every 
year.  Here are five of my favorite.  And now is an ideal time 
to plant them. 
 
 ►  Japanese Maple, Acer palmatum  
 variety dissectum atropurpureum 
     I don’t think I’ve ever grown a Japanese ma-
ple that I didn’t grow to cherish. They are literally unmatched 
for producing glorious year around foliage, particularly autumn 
foliage.  Many varieties grow only 6 to 8 feet tall with cascad-
ing branches that touch the ground.  Deeply lobed foliage ap-
pears almost lace-like.  Summer foliage is reddish purple, 
changing to a glorious burn orange in the fall.  Plant beautiful 
Japanese maples in day-long dapple sunlight or in garden 
locations that receive morning sun and afternoon shade.  
There are lots of cut-leaf Japanese maples to select from.  
 
 ► Red Chokeberry, Aronia arbutifolia 
  This is a much overlooked shrub for Tulsa 
area gardeners.  Its garden attributes are almost endless.  It 
forms a graceful, up-right, multi-stem shrub similar to crape 
myrtle.  It looks great planted in mass or when used as a sin-
gle accent shrub.  It faithfully produces a heavy crop of deep 
red berries in summer that last well into winter.  And, its deep 
crimson fall foliage is absolutely breathtaking.  Plant in full sun 
or part shade.  Red Chokeberry also makes an outstanding 
container plant for sunny decks and patios.   
 
 ►  Oakleaf Hydrangea, Hydrangea quercifolia 
  I’m loving this big robust shrub more every 
year.  It grows equally well in full sun to partial shade, flowers 
profusely, and produces large elegant leaves that turn lovely 
shades of red, orange, and purple in late fall.  Look for varie-
ties such as Alice and Alison for heavy flower set and great 
fall color.  Also, the dwarf variety, Pee Wee, is a real charmer, 
growing only 3 to 4 feet tall and wide.   
 
 

 
 
 ►  Laceleaf Staghorn Sumac, Rhus typhina 
  This shrub has great year round interest.  
Like many sumac species, it will slowly spread into a colony of 
up-right branches 6 to 8 feet tall covered in lacy, fern-like foli-
age.  Fall foliage colors range from bright yellow-orange to 
deep red in early fall.  It’s very easy to grow and prefers full 
sun.  Also, its cousin, Smooth Sumac, Rhur glabra is a fine 
shrub for fall color.   
 
 ►  Virginia Sweetspire, Itea virginica   
  This tough native shrub also provides loads 
of year round interest.  It’s simply gorgeous during late spring 
when its graceful branches are smothered with fragrant 3 to 5 
inch long panicles of white flowers.  And its deep reddish-
maroon fall color is equally amazing.  It prefers a moist grow-
ing site and performs equally well in full sun or part shade. 
 
 Other great shrubs with colorful fall foliage include:  
Summersweet, Clethra alnifolia; Serviceberry, Amelanchier 
arborea; and Burning Bush, Euonymus alatus.  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Barry Fugatt is Director of Horticulture at the Tulsa  
Garden Center and Linnaeus Teaching Garden.  He can 
be reached at 918-576-5152,  
e-mail: barry@tulsagardencenter.com  

Colorful Fall Shrubs 
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Gardening by the Book 
 
 
 

  As the winter season will adjust towards 
spring, some of the authors have undergone 
changes in their lives. These books tell of garden-
ers and how gardening laced itself through their 
situations. Our own lives can blossom in unantici-
pated ways similar to being in a garden. Armchair 
gardeners as well as those already deep in dirt 
know that neither time in a garden nor one’s life 
stands still. Gardening can be a source of pleas-
ure and solace, because of life changes, as expe-
rienced by these individuals.  
 
 
 Margaret Roach describes her lifestyle 
change from being a corporate executive in And I 
Shall Have Some Peace There (Thorndike Press, 
2011). Her getaway weekend home in upstate 
New York then became her primary residence and 
place of business. Her writing style is funny and 
uplifting for those desiring to be in a similar situa-
tion. The included literary and botanical references 
add to this memoir. By embracing change and 
life’s slower pace, she got into the routine of plant-
ing, trimming, composting and harvesting.  She is 
now fulfilling her dreams by being a consultant 
and avid gardener. 
  
 
 Stephen Anderton, a well- known British 
writer, authors Lives of the Great Gardeners 
(Thames & Hudson, 2016). Forty of the most fa-
mous international gardeners from the 15th Centu-
ry to the present, cover over 500 years of garden-
ing. Highlighted are their own influences on con-
temporary gardening as well as their philosophy 
and achievements. Historical references of four 
significant events in their birth and death year puts 

each biography in context. Images of gardens, as 
they were originally seen and as they are today, 
are shown through period etchings, paintings, 
plans and photographs and portraits of their mak-
ers.  
 
 
 Orchard House (Ballantine Books, 2015) is 
a memoir of healing a family through gardening.  
The act of transforming a neglected garden helps 
this mother and daughter connect and plant hope 
for their own relationship. Rediscovering, reinvent-
ing, and reconnecting one’s family is detailed by 
their trials and triumphs. The author sees the gar-
den for its potential for healing her family and 
promise for the food it provides. This is a story of 
rehabilitation and cultivation in several ways.  
  
 
 The Orchid Thief (Ballantine Books, 2014) 
tells of John Laroche’s craving and search for a 
rare orchid. This true story includes the history of 
orchid collecting, botanical facts, information about 
the Seminoles, plant smuggling and Florida 
swamps. This entertaining book brings together 
environmentalists, activists and orchid collectors 
with their obsession.  
 
 
Mary Moore 
Tulsa City-County Library 

Garden Biographies 
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Unaudited Financials 
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November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 

2 
5:30pm 
Affiliate Mtg. 
 
7:00pm 
Cacti & Succulent Soc. 
Mtg. 
 
6:30—9:00pm 
Daylily  Meeting 
 
  

3 
10:00am 
Tulsa Council of  
Federated Garden 
Clubs Regular Meeting 

4 
9:30—11:30am 
TGC Class “Creating a 
Holiday Decoration” 

5 
 Daylight Savings 
Time Ends  
 

 

6 
10:00am 
Tulsa Garden Club 
Mtg. 
 
4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 
7:00pm 
Green Country Bonsai 
Mtg. 

7 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Member Activities 
 
12:00—1:30pm 
“Let’s Talk Gardening” 
 
 
 
  

 
 

8 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 

9 
6:30pm 
Tulsa Area Iris Society  
Meeting 
 

 
 

10 
  
 
 

11 
  

12 
1:30pm 
Orchid Society Mtg 
 

2:00pm 
Tulsa Rose Soc. Mtg. 

 
  
 
  
  

13 
4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 

  

14 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Regular Mtg. 
 
12:00—1:30pm 
“Let’s Talk Gardening” 
 
6:30pm 
Green Country Water 
Garden Soc. Mtg. 

15 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 

16 
7:00pm 
Tulsa Perennial Club 
Mtg 
 

 

17 
1:30—3:00pm 
Parliamentary Study 
Group 
 
12:00pm—7:00pm 
Wild At Art Sale 

18 
1:30—3:00pm 
Parliamentary Study 
Group 
 
12:00pm—7:00pm 
Wild At Art Sale 
 
 

 
 

19 
 7:00am—2:00pm 
Route 66 Run 

20 
4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 

6:30pm 
The African Violet Soc. 
Mtg. 
 

21 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Member Activities 
 
11:00am 
Anne Hathaway Herb 
Group Mtg. 
 
7:00pm 
The Audubon Society 
Mtg. 
 

22 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 

23 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Building Closed 

24 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Building Closed 
 
 

25 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Building Closed 

26 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Building Closed 

27 
10:00am 
Tulsa Garden Club 
Holiday Tea  
 
4:45—5:45pm 
6:00—7:00pm 
TGC Class Tai Chi 
 
6:30pm 
Calligraphy Guild  
Regular Mtg. 
 

  

28 
9:00am 
Tulsa Herb Society 
Member Activities 
 

12:00—1:30pm 
“Let’s Talk Gardening” 
6:30pm 
 
6:30pm 
The Hosta Connection 
Meeting 
 
 

 

29  
9:30am 
Linnaeus Volunteer  
Monthly Meeting 
 
4:45—5:45pm 
TGC Class Strength & 
Mobility 

30  
 7:00pm 
Sierra Club Regular 
Mtg. 
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Affiliate News 
The African Violet Society of Greater Tulsa 
 The Society will meet on Monday, November 20th, 2017, at 
7:00pm. The program will be a video program on the African Violet spe-
cies—their origin and habitats. Refreshments will be served and all are 
welcome.  

Contact: Sherrie Wallace at 918-245-3199 
wallace4@hotmail.com 

The Tulsa Garden Club 
 The Tulsa Garden Club will meet on November 6th, 2017. 
Morning Coffee will be served at 10am and the meeting will begin at 
10:30am. The program will be on the Oklahoma State Scholarship recipi-
ents. After the program Barry Fugatt will take the members on a tour of 
the Linnaeus Teaching Garden.  

Contact: Marillyn Lay—918-246-9656 
mnhlay@cox.net 

 
Tulsa Herb Society 
The Tulsa Herb Society will meet on Tuesday, November 14th at 9:30am. 
The program will be given by Ann Denny who raises bees. Ann will tell us 
everything we need to know about raising bees and much more.  
 Socializing and tea begins at 9:30am, the business meeting will 
be held at 10:00am and the program will follow the business meeting.   

Contact: Patsy Wynn at 918-496-8019 
patsywynn@cox.net 

 
 

Tulsa Area Daylily Society 
 The Tulsa Area  Daylily Society will meet on November 2nd, 
2017, at 7:00pm. Refreshments are available at 6:30pm. The program will 
be a Daylily Show and Tell 2017. This will be an evening of sharing the 
members’ favorites from their 2017 gardens. Each member has been 
asked to submit 5-6 photos of their favorite daylilies and share any stories 
to go along with the photos. 

Contact: Kathryn E. Earle—918-246-1174 
kathrynearle1@gmail.com 

 
The Tulsa Council of Federated Garden Clubs 
 The Tulsa Council will meet on November 3rd, 2017. Morning 
Coffee will be served at 10am and the meeting will begin at 10:30am. The 
program will be a tour of the Linnaeus Teaching Garden led by Karen 
Watkins.  

Contact: Marillyn Lay—918-246-9656 
mnhlay@cox.net 

 
 The Hosta Connection 
The Hosta Connection will end 2017 with a holiday party on Tuesday, November 
28th, 2017 at 6:30pm in the Ballroom. Members are asked to contact Carolyn 
Nave at 918-861-43022 or Mcarolyn16@hotmail.com with your food item. Carol 
Puckett will bake the ham. Members are asked to bring side dishes, desserts, ice 
and beverages. The club will provide paper goods, eating utensils and cups. 

Contact: Carol Puckett at 918-355-4281 
osu295@cox.net 

 
Tulsa Area Iris Society 
 The Tulsa Area Iris Society will meet on November 9th, 2017, 
at 7:00pm. Refreshments are available at 6:30pm.   

Contact: Joshua Winzer at 918-863-9399 
winzerjoshua@gmail.com 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 
 The next meeting of the Northeast Chapter of the Oklahoma Plant 
Society will take place in the Ballroom of the Tulsa Garden Center on 
Monday, December 4, 2017.  Snacks and desserts will be served at 
6:30 p.m. followed by a brief business meeting at which chapter offic-
ers for 2018 will be elected.  
 The evening’s program will be one of interest to native plant 
enthusiasts, presented by Abby Moore, Director of the Bebb Herbari-
um at OU. She will speak on identifying Plant Families.   
 The public is invited and as part of the evening’s agenda,  
a  review  of the Society’s recent Annual Meeting will be included in 
addition to upcoming events for the chapter and the Society as a 
whole. 

 Contact: Lynn Michael 
zebraweeds@sbcglobal.net.  

 
The Tulsa Orchid Society 

  The Tulsa Orchid Society will meet Sunday, November 12 at 
1:30 p.m.  The  speaker will be Bryon Rinke on how  orchids are judged 
at orchid shows.  Bryon is an American Orchid Society judge and is cur-
rently the chairman of the American Orchid Society Great Plains Judging 
Center.  Bryon has visited  in the past and he gives interesting, informa-
tive and enjoyable presentations.  There will be refreshments and beauti-
ful orchids on display.  Visitors and questions are always welcome.    

 
Contact: Soundra Schacher at 918-299-6466 

schacher1@cox.net 
 

The Tulsa Perennial Club 

  The Tulsa Perennial Club will hold their annual Club member 
dinner on November 16, 2017.  The members bring pot-luck dishes and 
we always end the meal with a chocolate fondue fountain!  It is a great 
way to end the year, with good food and remembering the all of the fun 
we had in 2017.  It is also the last time we meet until the new year. 
 

Contact: J. Diane Beckert @ 918-606-7256 
Diane.Beckert@jmwsettlements.com 

 
The Tulsa Rose Society 

  The Tulsa Rose Society will meet Sunday, November 12 at 
2:00pm.  The  speaker will be Dr. Jen Olsen from OSU speaking on Rose 
Rosette Disease. She’ll be sharing the latest information, sharing the test 
results and discussing the test garden. There will be refreshments and a 
fashion show featuring handcrafted rose hats, a drawing for a free rose 
and door prizes. Admission is free and the public is invited. 

Contact: Gordon Beck at 918-409-9033 
gordonleebeck@yahoo.com 
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